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						 Isaac Asimov laid down the now-famous Three Laws of Robotics in 1941:
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 1. A robot may not injure a human being, or, through in-action, allow a human being to come to harm.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 2. A robot must obey the orders given it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with
					
				

				
					
						the First Law.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 3. A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or
					
				

				
					
						Second Law.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The results were truly revolutionary. SF writers everywhere have accepted the laws and there is no
					
				

				
					
						doubt that when robots are actually built they will be subject to Asimov's famous rules.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Meanwhile, the eight magnificent short stories collected in The Rest of the Robots completes the robotic
					
				

				
					
						saga begun in the first volume, I, Robot.
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						 They are a 'must' for SF readers everywhere.
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						 Would you like to hear a writer's nightmare?
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Well, then, imagine a writer of considerable reputation, who knows himself to be a Great Man. Bestow
					
				

				
					
						upon him a wife, a little woman who is a bit of a writer herself but, of course, nothing like her great, her
					
				

				
					
						magnificent husband, either in her own eyes, in the world's eyes, or (most im-portant of all) in his eyes.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 And imagine that, as a result of some conversation, the little woman suggests she write a novel on the
					
				

				
					
						subject. And the Great Man, smiling benignly, says, 'Of course, dear You go right ahead.'
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 And she does, and it is published, and it makes a per-fectly gigantic sensation. And it follows, then, that
					
				

				
					
						although the Great Man is universally admitted to be Great, it is the little woman's novel which is best
					
				

				
					
						known forever afterward —so well known, in fact, that the tide becomes a byword in the English
					
				

				
					
						language.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 How grisly a situation for a normally egocentric profes-sional writer that would be.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Yet I'm not making this up. It is a true story. It happened.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The Great Man is Percy Bysshe Shelley, one of the magnificent lyric poets of the English language. At
					
				

				
					
						the age of twenty-two, he eloped with Mary Wollstonecraft God-win, an event which, however
					
				

				
					
						romantic, was slightly irregular, as Shelley was a married man at the time.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 The publicity was such that they were better off outside England, and in the summer of 1816 they stayed
					
				

				
					
						on the shores of Lake Geneva in Switzerland with the equally great poet and equally notorious gentleman,
					
				

				
					
						George Gor-don, Lord Byron.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 At the time, the scientific world was in a ferment. In 1791 the Italian physicist, Luigi Galvani, had
					
				

				
					
						discovered that frogs' muscles could be made to twitch if touched simultaneously by two different metals
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