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						Introduction
					
				

				
					
						The nineteenth century was a time of great social change.The
					
				

				
					
						world was opening up, thanks to railroads, steamships, and new
					
				

				
					
						roads.Trade became global. New technology allowed huge,
					
				

				
					
						noisy cotton mills in cities such as Manchester, England, to
					
				

				
					
						turn out vast quantities of cloth, which could then be sold
					
				

				
					
						around the world. Factories and mills replaced cottages and
					
				

				
					
						small workshops.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						In America, bustling new cities were swollen by an incoming
					
				

				
					
						tide of immigrants from Europe. Back in the Old World, the
					
				

				
					
						most powerful European nations built up overseas empires in
					
				

				
					
						Africa, Asia, Australia, and the Pacific islands. As a result,
					
				

				
					
						European dress, often most unsuitable for the local climate,
					
				

				
					
						could now be seen from Cape Town to Shanghai.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						This book looks at developments in fashion and costume
					
				

				
					
						during the century, and how they were influenced by changes
					
				

				
					
						in people's lives, both at work and play.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						In many places, costume did not change very much, and 
					
				

				
					
						the local peoples still made and wore splendid regional
					
				

				
					
						costumes—furs, feathers, silks, or embroidered cottons—
					
				

				
					
						as their everyday clothing.This great diversity would soon
					
				

				
					
						change, however, as a result of mass-produced, machine-
					
				

				
					
						woven cloths and chemical dyes.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						The nineteenth century is a comparatively recent period in
					
				

				
					
						history. In museums and exhibitions, the actual costumes
					
				

				
					
						people wore at that time can still be seen. Pictures of these
					
				

				
					
						costumes can be viewed in fashion plates from old magazines,
					
				

				
					
						and engravings or early photographs from every corner of
					
				

				
					
						the world.
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