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						Chapter One 
					
				

				
					
						 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Hey, Bobby, have you seen Coach Billings?” Liam asked, sticking his head into the 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						weight room. There were a couple of players working out, with Rudy right in the centre, 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						laughing and telling off-colour jokes. From the looks of the sweaty towels draped over every 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						machine, Liam thought maybe Rudy had better things to do. Rudy gave a fluttery wave, but 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Liam chose to ignore the worst trainer who’d ever lived. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“I think he’s in the equipment room,” Bobby replied. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Before Liam could turn around, Rudy piped up behind him. “How’s life in Fairy 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Land?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Rolling his eyes, Liam continued down the hall to find Aaron. “Hey, Coach?” Liam 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						knocked on the equipment room door and waited for a response. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Come on in,” Aaron Billings yelled through the closed door. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Stepping inside the small room, Liam looked around. “Everything set for practice 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						later?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Aaron put down his clipboard and turned to face Liam. “I guess, although Rudy did a 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						piss poor job of checking this stuff in last season.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Don’t get me started on Rudy. He just asked how life is in Fairy Land.” Liam shook his 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						head. Damn he hated that homophobe. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“Sounds like Rudy needs another session with Charlie Salinger. I’ll talk to Charlie about 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						it, or maybe you could ask him to call me when you get back to the dorm?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Liam shrugged. “Sure.” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“So, what’s up?” Aaron asked. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						“I was just over at the football offices looking for Julian. Someone told me he was out of 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						town, and I wondered if you knew when he’d be back?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						A concerned look crossed Aaron’s face. “He’s in California on a personal matter, but he 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						and Koby should be driving back sometime this weekend. Why? Is something wrong?” 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Aaron looked down at Liam’s leg. 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Having injured his hamstring last season, Julian was the trainer who’d gotten Liam 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						playing again. It was too bad Julian worked for the football team instead of the soccer team. 
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