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						Amstrad PC 1512
					
				

				
					
						launched
					
				

			

			
				
					
						In addition to being very good the
					
				

				
					
						Amstrad PC is very cheap - for et PC.
					
				

				
					
						The monochrome model with a single
					
				

				
					
						drive is .E399 and the top of the range
					
				

				
					
						micro with a 20Mb hard disc will set you
					
				

				
					
						back E949. This is around ﬁ ve times
					
				

				
					
						cheaper than a comparable machine.
					
				

				
					
						Amstrad is maintaining its policy of
					
				

				
					
						not allowing upgrades from one system to
					
				

				
					
						another, but has authorised Dictaphone
					
				

				
					
						to do so. You cannot upgrade from a
					
				

				
					
						mono system to a colour one but it is
					
				

				
					
						possible to add a second ﬂoppy disc drive
					
				

				
					
						for E149, a 10Mb hard disc for E400 and a
					
				

				
					
						20Mb drive for 1;500. These prices
					
				

				
					
						include ﬁ tting.
					
				

				
					
						The most useful service Dictaphone
					
				

				
					
						offers is a memory upgrade expanding a
					
				

				
					
						512k machine to 640k for just i:45. You
					
				

				
					
						will ﬁnd a full review of the Amstrad PC
					
				

				
					
						on Page 64 and a review of its new Basic
					
				

				
					
						on Page 73.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Amstrad has launched the long awaited
					
				

				
					
						PC 1512, and it has proved to be a better
					
				

				
					
						buy than anyone predicted. The machine
					
				

				
					
						is IBM-compatible, comes with 512k
					
				

				
					
						RAM and uses a 16 bit 8086 processor
					
				

				
					
						running at 8N1H7..
					
				

				
					
						This means that the computer is very
					
				

				
					
						much faster than the IBM original. It is
					
				

				
					
						available in eight different conﬁgura-
					
				

				
					
						tions with colour or monochrome mon-
					
				

				
					
						itors, single or dual drive ﬂ oppy disc
					
				

				
					
						drives and 10 or 20Mb hard disc. There
					
				

				
					
						are serial and parallel interfaces as
					
				

				
					
						standard so printers, modems and a host
					
				

				
					
						of RS232 devices can be connected. The
					
				

				
					
						clock is battery backed up - so the
					
				

				
					
						machine doesn't forget the time when
					
				

				
					
						you switch it off.
					
				

				
					
						The Amstrad PC is unusual in having
					
				

				
					
						both a joystick port and a mouse as
					
				

				
					
						standard, the mouse being essential for
					
				

				
					
						using the Gem software you get with the
					
				

				
					
						computer.
					
				

				
					
						Two operating systems are supplied
					
				

				
					
						with the Amstrad PC: DOS Plus - an
					
				

				
					
						improved version of CP/M 86 - and
					
				

				
					
						MS-DOS 3.2, the new version of the
					
				

				
					
						standard operating system for the IBM
					
				

				
					
						PC. Version 3.2 costs more than E100
					
				

				
					
						from IBM. The software supplied
					
				

				
					
						includes Gem Desktop, Gem Paint and
					
				

				
					
						Locomotive Basic 2.
					
				

				
					
						The most impressive feature of the new
					
				

				
					
						PC is the 16 colour graphics mode. This
					
				

				
					
						offers as many colours as the 464 Mode 0
					
				

				
					
						but with the high resolution of Mode 2.
					
				

				
					
						One feature which makes a PC
					
				

				
					
						compatible so ﬂexible is the expansion
					
				

			

			
				
					
						slots, which allow the user to add
					
				

				
					
						hardware inside the main unit, Two
					
				

				
					
						types of card can be added, full length
					
				

				
					
						and half' length.
					
				

				
					
						The Amstrad PC has room for three
					
				

				
					
						full length cards. This may sound
					
				

				
					
						restricting when it is compared to the ﬁve
					
				

				
					
						slots on some machines, but you have to
					
				

				
					
						remember that the rivals need extra slots
					
				

				
					
						for memory expansion, colour graphics
					
				

				
					
						cards, serial and parallel interfaces and a
					
				

				
					
						mouse port.
					
				

				
					
						All these are built into the Amstrad as
					
				

				
					
						standard, leaving the expansion slots for
					
				

				
					
						more esoteric applications. These
					
				

				
					
						include modems, memory drives, second
					
				

				
					
						processors and a host of special uses.
					
				

				
					
						Unfortunately these cards are often
					
				

				
					
						expensive but with the impact of the
					
				

				
					
						Amstrad PC we should see prices fall.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Star of the
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						The new PC is set to be one of the star
					
				

				
					
						attractions at the ﬁ fth Amstrad Com-
					
				

				
					
						puter Show.
					
				

				
					
						Its presence has boosted the new
					
				

				
					
						product launches scheduled for the event
					
				

				
					
						to a record high of more than 200.
					
				

				
					
						Companies are currently working
					
				

				
					
						round the clock to ensure they make the
					
				

				
					
						deadline - October 3, the opening day at
					
				

				
					
						the Novotel, Hammersmith,London.
					
				

				
					
						A survey has revealed that one third of
					
				

				
					
						all the innovations on display at the three
					
				

				
					
						day event will be for the new machine.
					
				

				
					
						One company alone, Digital Research,
					
				

				
					
						will be showing nine products for the PC.
					
				

				
					
						Apart from 1512 versions of four
					
				

				
					
						established products - Gem Draw,
					
				

				
					
						Gem Write, Gem Graph and Gem
					
				

				
					
						WordChart - the company will be
					
				

				
					
						launching ﬁve new packages,
					
				

				
					
						These are Gem Diary, a page-per-day
					
				

				
					
						facility complete with notepad, 11
					
				

				
					
						alarms, and card index ﬁ le costing
					
				

				
					
						.09.99: Gem Fonts and Drivers Pack
					
				

				
					
						and Gem Draw Business Library, both
					
				

				
					
						priced at 09.95; Gem Font Editor at
					
				

				
					
						09.95; and Gem Programmers Toolkit
					
				

				
					
						at ,E175.95.
					
				

				
					
						Caxton Software also has two new
					
				

				
					
						products for the PC. Condor Junior, a
					
				

				
					
						relational database and report system
					
				

				
					
						suitable for novices, costs L99•99, while
					
				

				
					
						Timekeeper, a time management
					
				

				
					
						system, is priced at E49.99.
					
				

				
					
						Citadel Products is also aiming to
					
				

				
					
						jump aboard the PC bandwagon with a
					
				

			

			
				
					
						and a new printer
					
				

				
					
						To complement the Amstrad PC there
					
				

				
					
						is a new, old, printer. The [)MP-3000 is
					
				

				
					
						a PC compatible version of the popular
					
				

				
					
						DMP-2000. The new printer has slight
					
				

				
					
						differences in the ROM and is coloured
					
				

				
					
						to match the Amstrad PC. As with the
					
				

				
					
						DMP-2000 it has a good near letter
					
				

				
					
						quality mode and bit image graphics.
					
				

				
					
						With a draft quality speed of around
					
				

				
					
						100 characters per second it is a good
					
				

				
					
						budget priced machine. The eight bit
					
				

				
					
						parallel interface on the PC allows full
					
				

				
					
						access to the character set.
					
				

				
					
						The new machine costs .U0 more
					
				

				
					
						than the DMP-2000 at 1'155.65.
					
				

				
					
						Rumours of a forthcoming wide car-
					
				

				
					
						riage version cannot be substantiated.
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